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Open your home to … 

Elia lives with his father, his stepmother and his 18-year old brother. He would 

describe himself as an open minded person with a good sense of humor. Elia is am 

an active person who enjoys doing sports, but he also likes to just relax and spend 

time with his friends.  

Elia and his family enjoy cooking together and they often try out new recipes. 

Although Elia says he is 'not the best cook' he enjoys these evenings with his family 

a lot. Due to the current Covid restrictions he has not been able to spend as much 

time with his friends as he usually does, or to go on bike rides with them. Instead, 

the sometimes meet via video call or play online games together. 

Elia's favourite subjects at school are Physics and Maths because he enjoys working 

with numbers and calculations. He is fascinated by the logic behind and the 

connections between the different mathematical and physical concepts and he 

would like to become an aerospace engineer.  

He listens to nearly every type of music, even classical music or sometimes country. 

Some of my favorite artists are Drake, Travis Scott, The Weeknd and Don Toliver. 

His favourite sport is athletics and he usually trains 3-4 times per week. He 

specializes in running (400 and 800 meters), but he also enjoys soccer and other 

sports. Since athletics training is currently suspended due to Covid, he sometimes 

goes running in the nearby park instead. Elia would love to participate in athletics 

during his exchange, or to try out new team sports. 

Elia hopes that this year abroad will be one of the best years of his life. He would 

love to have new experiences, dare to do things he never did before, and get to 

know a new and completely different culture. 

 

Elia (16) from Germany 

Interests: Travel, meeting friends, outdoor 

activities, cooking, reading, listening to 

music, photography, watching movies, 

computer games, volunteer work, being 

around animals 

Sports: Athletics, running, soccer, track 

and field, scuba diving, skiing and 

snowboarding 
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Emilia lives in Gottingen, a university town in Germany's Lower Saxony province. She lives 

with her mother and has a 23-year old brother. Emilia describes herself as an open-minded 

person who likes to laugh and who easily connects with other people. She is adventurous 

and sociable, has a good sense of humour and enjoys being active. 

Emilia and her family often travel to different cities for a weekend or a week, where they 

visit museums, do sightseeing, and experience the local sights and culture. They also do 

movie nights or play board games from time to time and they usually try to have their 

meals together. Emilia describes the relationship with her family as very close and caring, 

but she also has the freedom to make her own decisions and to pursue her own hobbies 

and interests. 

Emilia plays the piano (2 years), and she has been singing in a choir for seven years. She 

would love to join a local choir during her exchange. Emilia also plays soccer and she used 

to play for a team but currently only plays socially and for fun. She enjoys being outdoors, 

spending time with my friends, cooking together, or doing fun activities such as roller- and 

ice skating or anything that has to do with water (swimming, surfing, windsurfing...). 

During her exchange she would love to try out different team sports at her school. 

Emilia's favourite subject at school is English because she loves the English language and 

she believes that it is very important to have a general knowledge of English to 

communicate with others all around the world. After finishing school Emilia wants to study 

medicine and become a trauma surgeon. Becoming a doctor has always been her dream 

because she wants to make a difference in people's lives or even save someone's life one 

day. 

Emilia is a vegetarian, but she does not mind preparing her own meals and would even 

consider trying meat and fish during her exchange. She looks forward to finding her 

'second family' in South Africa, making new friends and learning more about the country 

and its diverse culture. 

Emilia (16) from Germany 

Interests: Travel, meeting friends, 

cooking and baking, outdoor activities, 

listening to music, watching movies 

and sports, reading, photography, 

shopping, being around animals 

Sports: Soccer, team sports, skating 

Other: Choir, playing the piano 
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Aleksandar describes himself as an intelligent young person with big dreams and an even 

bigger motivation to accomplish them. He is not afraid to take risks and to stand up for 

himself. From an early age, his parents raised him to be independent and to look after 

himself. His friends would describe him as a fast learner and his determination, especially 

when it comes to achieving his dreams and goals. Aleksandar is very interested in sports 

and says practicing various sports has taught him to be disciplined and to be both 

physically and mentally strong.  

Aleksandar and his parents live in a small town in north-central Bulgaria. His mother is a 

teacher and agronomist and his father works as a professional driver. In his family it is a 

tradition to eat together whenever possible, and to spend time outside when the weather 

is nice. Aleksandar has a good relationship with his parents, but he also describes himself 

as very independent and self-sufficient.  

In his free time Aleksandar likes learning about investments, listening to real estate 

investing podcasts, reading psychology books, and meeting with successful and inspiring 

people to learn from them. He plays a lot of basketball and he likes to go cycling and and 

going out with friends. He really enjoys travelling, especially to foreign countries. He would 

like to start a business in the travel field and combine it with real estate investing in the 

future. Aleksandar also enjoys listening to music and to explore new places and cities. 

His favourite subjects at school are geography, languages, history and psychology, because 

they give him a better understanding of the world and help him prepare for his professional 

future as a businessman. Aleksandar has been learning English for 10 years, Spanish for 

two years and Greek for one year.  

During his exchange he wants to try his best to make lasting friendships and to meet people 

from different backgrounds. He would love to travel and see different parts of South Africa, 

especially the nature reserves and the amazing wildlife - although he would prefer to live 

in a larger city. Aleksandar would love to play basketball with a local team, and to practice 

his favourite sport regularly and to become an even better player. 

Aleksandar (16) from Bulgaria 

Interests: Travel, watching movies, watching 

and playing sports, meeting friends, outdoor 

activities, business and investment, reading, 

listening to music 

Sports: Basketball, table tennis, downhill 

cycling, American football 
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Jacey lives in a small town in the North of Germany, together with her mother and 

her 4-year old brother. Although her parents are divorced, she has a good 

relationship with her father and visits him and his family as often as possible. Jacey 

would describe herself as a sensitive, understanding, adventurous, easy-going, 

gentle, responsible and thoughtful person.  

She enjoys playing board games with her family, having movie nights with her 

friends or cooking together. Her family usually travels during the school holidays 

and Jacey loves exploring new countries and cultures.  

She has been dancing in a dance club since she was six years old and she loves 

dancing because it helps her balance schoolwork and other demands and to just 

have fun. She also likes to draw or paint, go to the cinema and meet with friends. 

Jacey is very interested in learning about different worldviews and philosophies, 

which is why Ethics and History are her favourite subjects at school. After finishing 

school she would love to travel and to either do a voluntary social year abroad or 

perhaps a work and travel tip.  

Jacey hopes that her exchange year will give her the opportunity to grow in many 

different ways, learn more about herself and become more confident and 

independent. 

Jacey (15) from Germany 

Interests: Travel, meeting friends, 

baking,  listening to music, 

watching movies, volunteer work, 

painting and drawing 

Sports: Dancing 
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Joseph lives in a small town in Germany's Bavaria province, together with his 

parents, his 10-year old brother and his 13-year old sister. He describes himself as 

an athletic, friendly, helpful, calm and optimistic person who loves to be outdoors 

and active. Joseph and his family often go hiking or skiing and they enjoy exploring 

the mountains and the nature. 

Joseph plays soccer, tennis and basketball and has been a member of his local 

sports club for eleven years. He also enjoys playing team sports with his friends in 

his free time and looks forward to joining a sports team at his school during his 

exchange. Joseph is also active in his local church community and has been active 

in various ways, for instance as an altar boy, for seven years. 

His favourite subject at school is sports, but he also likes chemistry and biology 

because of his interest in nature and science. After finishing school Joseph would 

like to study at university and he is interested in pursuing a career in sport science 

or a related field. 

During his exchange Joseph would love to explore different parts of South Africa, 

or to volunteer for non-profit or charitable organisations. He is also very interested 

in wildlife conservation and would like to learn more about this. He also hopes that 

his exchange will help him become more independent and confident and that he 

will experience South Africa's diverse culture and nature. 

 

Joseph (15) from Germany 

Interests: Meeting friends, baking, 

outdoor activities, listening to music, 

watching sports, painting and drawing, 

being around animals, volunteering 

Sports: Soccer, tennis, basketball 

Other: Outdoor activities 
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Viktoria and her family live in Estonia's capital Tallinn. Viktoria lives with her 

mother, her younger brother and her stepfather and they have a very close 

relationship. She describes her family life as very social and they often visit friends 

or family members. Viktoria's mother works as a travel manager, so the family 

often goes on vacation, both in Estonia and abroad. They often have family 

gatherings or barbecues with their extended family and Viktoria often helps 

looking after her younger brother. 

Viktoria describes herself as a caring and fun person. She always tries her best to 

be kind to everyone and she is sociable, outgoing and has a good sense of humour. 

In her free time Viktoria enjoys drawing because it allows her to express herself, 

calm down and be creative. She also enjoys spending time with her friends, have 

sleepovers, play strategy and video games, or to go to coffee shops, talk and draw. 

Viktoria also loves animals and has a little Jack Russell Terrier called Pixie. 

Her favourite subject at school is history and she enjoys learning about people, 

events and civilizations. She hopes to become either a historian or history teacher 

one day. She recently took up fencing and enjoys it a lot. During her exchange, she 

would also be open to trying out new sports and activities, both at school and with 

her host family. 

Viktoria hopes to learn a lot about South Africa's different cultures and their 

history, and to become a more educated and independent person. She would love 

to go on a safari and to see an African Elephant (which is her favourite animal). 

Viktoria would also love to cook some Estonian and South African dishes with her 

host family and to participate in family activities of any kind. 

 

Viktoria (16) from Estonia 

Interests: Meeting friends, cooking 

and baking, listening to music, painting 

and drawing, being around animals, 

reading, computer games, travelling, 

watching movies 

Sports: Fencing 

Other: History 


